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Main News 


Should the Government 
provide medical care 
for people who 

are unable to 

pay for it? 


FACT: About 37 million Americans, including 8 mil- 
lion children, have no health insurance. Many 
uninsured adults have jobs, but they can’t 
afford regular checkups, shots, and medicines 
for their families. When a medical emergency 
strikes, such as a serious illness, these unin- 
sured Americans can be faced with huge med- 
ical bills they can’t ever hope to pay. 

FACT: Medical costs are soaring in the United 
States. Costs have doubled in the last ten 
years and could double again in the next ten 
years. A visit to a hospital emergency room 
often costs $200 or more. Most operations cost 
thousands of dollars. Such high costs are 
putting good medical care out of reach for 
many American families. 


Why Does Health-Care System Need Fixing? 

The facts above are the reason the United States is 
facing a health-care emergency. 
In a recent poll, 80 percent of 
Americans said that the health- 
care system in the United States 
needs fixing. (See above graph .) 

Problems with the health- 
care system hit low- and middle- 
income families hardest. People 
who live in poor rural areas and 
inner cities, for example, seldom 
visit a doctor because there is no 
doctor to visit. Few doctors prac- 
tice in poor rural areas, where 
people often can’t afford to pay 
for medical care. And few doc- 
tors take jobs in inner cities, 
where high rates of infection 
with deadly diseases such as 
AIDS, high crime rates, and 
high poverty rates combine to 
make practicing medicine a 
risky job with few rewards. 

Low- and middle-income 
Americans who have no health 
insurance often put off going to 
the doctor because of the cost. In 
poorer areas, for example, one 
reason many babies are under- 
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Source: Gallup Poll Monthiy, August 1991 


(poll of 1,000 or more adults) 


weight at birth is that their mothers could not afford 
medical care before their babies were born. These 
low-birthweight babies often die. Even though the 
United States is one of the richest industrial nations 
in the world, it has the 18th highest infant death rate 
in the world. 

Children whose families don’t have health insur- 
ance are at high risk for illness and death too. Health 
insurance sometimes pays for preventive care, such 
as shots and checkups. Kids who don’t get shots can 
catch serious diseases, such as measles, that the 
shots would have prevented. Often, families who 
don’t have health insurance don’t take their children 
to a doctor until the children are so ill that they must 
be taken to the emergency room. 


Who Is Without Health Insurance? 
Who are the people who don’t have enough health 
insurance? Many are people who work for small com- 


An underweight newborn fights for life. Many mothers who can’t afford to go to the 
doctor give birth to low-birthweight babies. 
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panies that can't afford to offer 
health insurance to their employ- 
ees. Some large companies, faced 
with soaring medical costs, have 
been forced to lay off workers, 
who are then without any medi- 
cal insurance at all. Many more 
U.S. companies are asking work- 
ers to pay a higher percentage of 
the cost of health insurance. 
Many workers have been forced 
to buy cheaper policies that cover 
only certain health-care needs. 
These workers are betting that 
their families won’t be hit by 
medical disaster. 

But many families are hit by 
-medical disaster. A worker 
might be injured, for example, 
and face months in a hospital, 
where usual charges are about 
$1,000 per day. A child could be 
born with a condition that 
requires years of treatment. An 
elderly member of the family 
might need long-term care in a hospital or nursing 
home. | 

How can the United States treat its health-care 
emergency? In recent polls, about 80 percent of 
Americans said that the federal Government should 
provide health care for people who can’t afford it. But 
how can this health care be paid for? 

Many Americans want answers to this question 
from the candidates who are running for President 
this year. Americans are worried sick about getting 
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sick, and they want to know how the candidates pro- 
pose to make them feel better. 


° Study the plans preSented by the President and 
the Democrats. (See story below.) Which plan do you 
favor? 


Bush Plan Makes Health Care Focus of '92 Campaign 


President George Bush recently laid out a health- 
care plan that he says would be a way to make health 
care more affordable for Americans. But Democrats 
say his plan isn’t good enough; they offer their own 
plans for fixing the U.S. health-care system. 

The President’s plan would give tax breaks to peo- 
ple who have to buy their own health insurance. 
Uninsured people who earn the least money would get 
a special tax break, called a tax credit, of up to $3,750 
for a family of four for their health-insurance costs. 
The President would pay for the plan with cost-saving 
measures for Medicaid and Medicare, two Government 
programs that help elderly and poor Americans. 

Critics of this plan say that it wouldn’t stop medi- 
cal costs from rising. And, critics say, the plan 
wouldn’t help enough Americans buy insurance, 


which often costs far more than the Government 
would pay. 

Democrats offer two basic alternatives to the Bush 
plan. One plan, favored by several of the Democratic 
candidates running for President, is to scrap all pri- 
vate insurance. The Government would then provide 
health insurance for all Americans and set the prices 
that doctors and hospitals could charge. 

The second plan, favored by many Democrats in 
Congress, is a “play or pay” plan for employers. 
Under the plan, employers would be required to 
either pay for insurance for all their employees or pay 
a certain percentage of their income to the 
Government. The Government would use this pool of 
money to provide insurance for Americans who > 
couldn’t afford it. 
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About 5,000 years ago, so the story goes, there was 
a beautiful city called Ubar on the Arabian Peninsula. 
Camel caravans traveled hundreds of miles to reach 
this trading center, famous for its elegant buildings, 
its eight-sided wall with towers, and its frankincense. 
Frankincense, which came from the sap of trees that 
grew on the hills near Ubar, was used in perfumes 
and medicines and was as valuable as gold. 
Frankincense made the people of Ubar rich. But the 


Koran, the holy book of Islam, says Ubar was also a 


wicked place. One day, the people of Ubar received 
their punishment; the city was suddenly swallowed 
up by the desert sands. | 

Was Ubar a real city or a myth? For centuries, sto- 
ries of Ubar have persisted. Now, with the help of a 
satellite, scientists might have found this ancient city 
and discovered why it suddenly disappeared. 


The most recent search for Ubar began because a 
filmmaker named Nicholas Clapp became interested 
in stories he read about a British explorer’s unsuc- 
cessful search for Ubar on the Arabian Peninsula. 
Clapp and a team of archeologists got help in their | 
search from a scientist at Caltech’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in California. The lab had radar images, 
taken from the space shuttle Challenger, of the 
Arabian Peninsula. 

The radar images showed what looked like a net- 
work of trails. Experts think that the trails are tracks 
made by thousands of camel caravans. The tracks, 
which can’t be seen from the surface of the land, led 
to one place. | | 

Archaeologists began digging at this site. They 
found walls and towers like the ones described in the 
ancient legends about Ubar. They also found bones of 
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camels, coins, incense burners, and pottery from 
Rome, Greece, and Syria. These artifacts have been 
dated at about 2,800 B.C., about the time when Ubar 
was supposed to have existed. 

Archaeologists guess that the ancient city they 
found, which might be Ubar, did collapse suddenly, 
and they think they know why. The city was built on 
top of a large limestone cavern. The people of the city 
drew their water from the cavern. As the city grew 
and more and more water was drawn from the cav- 
ern, it weakened. Scientists believe that the entire 
city, once its weight could not be supported by the 
cavern, collapsed into it. 

By continuing to dig, archaeolgists hope to find 


—George Hedges 


i Archaeologists found the ruins of one of the fortress towers that 
more evidence about whether the city they have were once part of the wall surrounding an ancient city, which 
found is really Ubar and about how the people of this might be Ubar. 


ancient city lived. 
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Anatoli Zapotochniy, a six-year-old 
orphan, gets a hug from Adrianne 
Haliw, who is caring for him. 


A boy named Anatoli was suffer- 
ing through a long, frozen winter 
without enough food or fuel to stay 
warm. But now, for the first time, 
six-year-old Anatoli Zapotochniy 
and about 120 other Ukrainian 
orphans are getting a taste of 
American food and warmth. 

The children recently flew to 
Chicago, Ill., from Ukraine, which 
was part of the former Soviet 
Union. The orphans, ages 4 to 14 
years, will spend at least the next 
few months in the United States. 

While they are in the United 
States, they will receive checkups 
and any medical care that they 
need. Many of the children were 
hungry and some were ill when 
they arrived. 


Snakes Overrun Tiny Island 


The small island of Guam is the 
scene of a big battle: 132,000 resi- 
dents vs. a few million brown tree 
snakes. 

It’s impossible to count all the 


brown tree snakes on Guam, a 


U.S. territory in the Pacific. If one 
count of 3 million snakes is correct, 
there’s an average of 14,000 snakes 


A resident of Guam holds an 
average-sized brown tree snake. 


per square mile. That’s more 
snakes than anywhere else in the 
world. 

Brown tree snakes grow as long 
as 10 feet, are mildly poisonous, 
and sometimes bite. People rarely 
see the snakes, which come out 
mainly at night. No one on Guam 
has died from being bitten by a 
brown tree snake, but some chil- 
dren have become sick. 

The snakes eat small animals 
and have a big appetite. They have 
wiped out nine species of forest 
birds as well as most of Guam’s 
chickens. Snakes have even slith- 
ered up to snatch chicken off bar- 
becue grills. The snakes also eat 
pet birds, kittens, and puppies. 

Before the brown tree snake 
came to Guam on a ship in the late 
1940s, the island had only one 
harmless type of snake. 

Since the brown tree snake is 
not native to Guam, there are no 
natural predators to keep its num- 
bers down. And scientists haven’t 
found a way to get rid of the 
snakes. The snakes ignore traps 
unless white mice are used as bait. 
But bringing millions of mice into 
Guam might create another prob- 
lem with animal pests. 
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Americans Take in Ukrainian Orphans — 


A group of American volunteers 
raised money to pay for the 
orphans’ trip. The group also found 
temporary homes for the orphans 
in Illinois, Wisconsin, and 
Michigan. 

At first the group had planned 
to send food and medical supplies 
to the children’s orphanage in 
Ukraine. But the orphans’ health 
and nutrition problems were so 
bad that the group decided to bring 
them to the United States for med- 
ical care. 

About 100 adults are providing 
homes for the children while they 
are in the United States. Some of 
the adults would like to adopt the 
children if U.S. and Ukrainian reg- 
ulations allow it. 


‘Mudders’ Keep Feet — 
From Sinking in Muck 


When the ground gets really 
squishy, a new invention keeps 
hikers, bird-watchers, and others 
from sinking. 

“Mudders” are made for walking 
in—or actually on—deep mud. 
Theyre made of strong, light plas- 
tic. Here’s how they work: 

First, Mudders are strapped 
onto boots. When the person wear- 
ing them starts to sink into mud, 
wings on both sides of the Mud- 
ders expand to keep the boots from 
sinking too deep. The wings spread 
out to four times the area of the 
boot. When the boot is lifted, the 
wings collapse until the boot comes 
down on the mud again. This 
allows the wearer to walk easily. 

Mudders cost about $130. 


FUW Eo STUFF 


Tevin Campbell 


Learns To Cope 


Singer Tevin Campbell, 15, has a 
giant hit single, “Tell Me What You 
Want Me To Do.” And *1.E.V.1.N.,” 
his first album of ballads and dance 
tunes, is also a hit. 

Tevin was discovered at age 12 
by producer Quincy Jones, who 
also put together Michael 
Jackson's “Thriller” album. At 13, 
Tevin recorded the song “Round 
and Round” for Prince’s film Graffiti 
Bridge. [he song was nominated 
for a Grammy award. 

Now Tevin, who is a freshman in 
private school, is learning how to 
handie fame. “It’s tough trying to 
balance school, family, mother, 


President? 


... liked to ride horses before 
he became President and 
rode a mechanical horse for 
exercise after he became 


With Fame 


grades—you know, that kind of 
stuff,” Tevin says. “It’s like you're 
trying to live two lives, and the nor- 
mal one becomes difficult.” 

Tevin lives in Encino, Calif., with 
his mother, sister, brother, and 
their dog. His mom Is fairly strict. 
Every night, he has to clean up 
after dinner, do some other chores, 
and then do all of his homework. 

Tevin looks forward to touring 
with other teen acts this summer, 
and he plans to make his second 
album in 1993. But he also wants 
to work on getting acollege 
degree. “| have to have something 
to fall back on,” he says. 


GRIMMS, THIS |S 
FRITZ. HES OUR 


BEST STUPENT 
HEKE AT 2OG 
SCHOOL, 
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HE KNOWS OKAR, PICK A , 
CAR? BUT PONT 


LET ME SEE IT, 
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Skills Page 


News Comprehension 


Mark each of the following statements F if it is a fact or O if it 
IS an opinion. 
OTS 1. About 37 million Americans do not have 
health insurance. 
2. Medical costs are going up too fast. 
3. Eighty percent of Americans say the U.S. 
health-care system needs fixing. 

4. Many low- and middle-income Americans 
put off going to the doctor because of the 
cost. 

5. The United States should provide health 
care for anyone who can’t afford it. 

6. President Bush’s health-care plan wouldn’t 
help enough Americans buy health insur- 
ance. 

7. President Bush’s plan is better than the 
Democrats’ “play or pay” plan. 

8. The buried city that scientists found on the 
Arabian Peninsula is Ubar. 

9. The people of Ubar were wicked. 

10. The island of Guam has many more snakes 
than it has people. 


News Vocabulary 


Write in each blank the letter of the definition that best fits 
the numbered word as it is used in this issue. The letter beside 
each numbered word indicates the section the word came 
from: M is for Main News; C is for Cross-Curriculum Feature; N 
is for News Update; F is for Fun & Stuff. : 


1. soar (M) | 
2. insurance (M) 
3. rural (M) ~ 
4. industrial (M) 
5. preventive (M) 


6. pterodactyl (F) 
7. frankincense (C) 
8. caravan (C) 

9. incense (C) 

0. nutrition (N) 


a. company of travelers on a journey 

through adesert - 
b. material used to produce a fragrant odor 

when burned : 
c. having a highly developed business and. 
manufacturing economy 
coverage by a contract; one party agrees 
to pay a certain amount in return for a 
promise from the other party to pay money 
back under certain conditions 
relating to being fed or nourished a 
relating to the country life or people 
any of a group of extinct flying reptiles 
. concerned with keeping something 

from happening  .. — 

i. to rise or increase dramatically 
j. a fragrant gum resin, or sap, from East 


African or Arabian trees 
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